
139 days and counting
85th Legislature has begun



As session starts

 Joe Straus was elected as the Speaker of the House again.

 Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced a larger decrease than predicted for available state 

funds, a 2.7% decrease from his September estimate. 

 A decrease in sales tax revenue and a prolonged downturn in oil prices are partially to blame.

 One top lawmaker saying Monday that there are "obviously going to be cuts to the budget."

 We need to pay attention to:

 With a reduced budget, what do both chambers want to spend money on? 

 What unfunded mandates will be pushed down due to lack of state funds?

 In what areas are they putting the most time and effort?

 Buckle up. It's going to be a bumpy ride.



LISD Council’s Legislative Priorities
 Adequate and Equitable School Funding: Pursue an adequate and equitable solution.

 Texas school districts recently lost a school finance lawsuit. Thus, the legislature has to voluntarily decide to 
evaluate school funding. The current funding system is outdated, i.e. the base of the formula is derived from 
a number that has not been evaluated since 1981. Texas needs to insist our legislators evaluate the funding 
provided to our students.

 State of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness: Advocate for reduced emphasis on state-
mandated testing. 

 Texas has 7 additional tests not required by federal law: 4th grade Writing, 4th grade Social Studies, 7th grade 
Writing, 8th grade Social Studies, English I Writing, English II Writing, US History.

 State Accountability System: Pursue a new accountability system that is valid, reliable and balanced, 
focuses less on state assessment. 

 Schools and districts are rated by the state primarily focused on STAAR. This gives too much weight to a test 
given on one day. The accountability system needs to include a variety of items that parents feel are 
important when they are evaluating their child’s school.

 Oppose Vouchers: Oppose vouchers, including Education Savings Account Programs (ESA). 

 Vouchers are public tax dollars that the government would allow students to use to attend 
private school rather than public school. Vouchers are not currently legal. This is a big priority for the Senate 
this session. There are too many unanswered questions about voucher use especially during a year when the 
state’s budget is low.



A-F gets an F for failing our students

 Domain 1 (Student Performance) - mandates kids do better than passing to get a high letter grade 

in the domain. All students in the school could pass the STAAR, yet the school could receive an F.

 Domain 2 (student Progress or student growth) - the TEA sets a target growth rate the student’s 

must meet, it’s not simply that the student improved. English Language Learners have a alternate 

growth score to try to account for their learning but their growth target increases by more than a 

years growth.

 Domain 3 (Achievement gaps) - Campuses have different targets. It's an inverse relationship. The 

lower number of poverty students a school has, the higher the percentage needed to be at 

performance levels to get a good letter score.

 A student’s STAAR score makes up 55% of the letter grade in Domains 1-3.

 Domain IV - non STAAR items – TEA Commissioner Morath changed middle and elementary school 

Domain IV from Student Attendance to Chronic Absentee because there was not enough 

differentiation between schools. This makes up 35% of the letter grade.

 Additionally, TEA won't tell us right now how they picked the target numbers to determine what 

makes an "A" an A.



Article how the author failed questions 

on her poem

“I Can’t Answer These Texas Standardized Test Questions About My Own Poems”

Another example of the unreliable nature of the STAAR tests.

 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/standardized-tests-are-so-bad-i-cant-

answer-these_us_586d5517e4b0c3539e80c341



We need one volunteer from 

every school to join us on 

Rally Day!



How to prepare for Rally Day

 Sign up so we can coordinate our group: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/409054aaaa62a1-ptarally

 Resources for the legislative items we will talk to our legislators about:

 Meeting Jan 17th at Marcos Pizza, Lewisville at 7p. Bring a friend.

 Facebook Live Event - www.facebook.com/kristi.s.hassett

 Dec 8th – TXPTA Legislative Priorities for Rally Day

 Dec 14th - Background information on the State of the State before session

 Texas PTA webinars - http://www.txpta.org/advocacy/rallyday/

 Questions: contact me, Kristi Hassett, hassettfive@Verizon.net, 

214-707-6391 cell
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